
Sunday 13 September 2026 
For further Contemplation 
 
Living Water is the theme for the global and ecumenical Seasons of Creation 2026 
which we will be following from 1 September to 4 October. Rev Steve Orme has shared 
today from the key Scriptures for this season Ezekiel 47:1-12, and John 7:37-41. Read 
verses 9 & 12 of Ezekiel 47 again slowly three times using the lectio divina method of 
contemplation and reflection as the Spirit leads, jot down your reflections. 
 
The Pacific Conference of Churches will help the Uniting Church in Australia in our 
reflections through its General Secretary, our friend Rev. James Bhagwan. The full 
resource for the Seasons of creation can be found https://unitingchurch/seasons-of-
creation-2026/  
 
You may wish to read page 6 of the Resource to understand more of the history as it 
relates to the Ezekiel passage. Here are some questions for further reflection about water: 
 

• What have your elders taught you about water?  

• Do you have a story or memory of being brought to a stream, river, pond or ocean 
as a child?  

• What did you do there?  

• What did your family share about that particular body of water?  

• How did our ancestors view waters- streams, rivers, pools, oceans?  

• How have these attitudes changed? Have they?  

• What do our ancestors have to teach us about how to care for the waters around 
us? 

 
These additional Scriptures will also help your reflections - Revelation 22:1,2; Isaiah 58:11; 
John 4:11,14. 
 
Listen to Steve’s message and note any challenges, spending time praying about these. In 
the NT we are confronted with challenges about our water resources through increased 
fracking and potential expansion of data centres. Given your readings and reflections ask 
the Spirit to show you how we should preserve water as a precious life-giving resource.  
 
A prayer by Pasteur Padome Paul, President of the Protestant Church of Kanaky New 
Caledonia: 
 
O God of life, you who cause the living waters to gush forth, as in the vision of the Prophet 
Ezekiel, we thank you for the ocean that surrounds us. Thank you for the waters of the 
Pacific, which feed our families, sustain our communities, and sustain life in all its richness. 
Teach us to respect these waters, to protect them with wisdom and humility, so that they 
may remain a source of blessing for generations to come. When challenges worry us, 
remind us that, like the river of Ezekiel, your grace can renew, heal and give life. Make us 
faithful guardians of your creation, attentive to the needs of our land and sea. May our 
lives be like these living waters, bringing peace, justice and hope around us. Amen.  
 
Blessings, Stuart 
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