Sunday 23 August 2026

For further Contemplation

Sunday’s message reflects upon Romans 12:1-8 and Matthew 16:13-18 and the theme
Committed to Community. The Children also heard the story of the baby Moses, God’s
plan and Miriam’s courage and faith (Miriam was Moses’ sister).

In previous weeks we have been reminded God’s blessings and covenant with Israel are
now in Christ for all — we have become one, see Romans 11:17. If you are interested in
covenant then look in your search engine for the old and new covenants. Notice how the
prophet Jeremiah (31:31-34) foretold of the new covenant God would make.

Rev Salomo last week highlighted God’s mercy was now for all see Romans 11:32. In light
of this mercy Paul argues we ought to give ourselves wholly for and to God. Old thinking
wasn’t as wholistic as Paul and separated thinking and action but not Paul in Romans 12:2
he makes it clear the Holy Spirit will transform our thinking by renewing our mind and this
will ensure our actions are also changed; we no longer follow the patterns of the world.
How has this played out in your life? Can you list some old patterns and how they have
now changed? Paul himself is a prime example of the power of the Spirit transforming
thinking and actions, read Acts 9:1-22.

Like Paul and the disciples with Jesus on the road, faith means actively following Jesus
now! Being wholly committed now not later when we have greater understanding or when
our lives are drawing to a close. Read on after Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Messiah
the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16); what do we see in the next section verses 21
to 28?7 Peter should be a great encouragement to us; he tries to give himself wholly to
actively follow Jesus in faith. He knows Jesus is the Son of God, he doesn'’t just think it he
says it, but then his thinking is wrong, it has become worldly, and he is rebuked by Jesus,
much later Peter even denies Jesus. So, Peter and his human frailty can encourage us
when we feel we fall short for as Romans 3:23 reminds us, all fall short.

If you are interested read up on Caesarea Philippi and consider why God might have
chosen this place for the first human declaration of who Jesus is.

| ask in the message what tensions and prejudices might Paul address in our nation today.
Would he take us to task over the mono-cultural — multi cultural debate and those who
would shut down immigration, failing to welcome the stranger as the Scripture requires see
Leviticus 19:34.

Finally consider deeply Romans 12:5 and what | have said about being committed to
community. What other scriptures affirm our oneness in Christ? What is your experience?

Blessings,
Stuart



