Sunday 2 August 2026

For further Contemplation

Dale Chesson concentrated on the passages from Genesis 32:22-31 and Matthew 14:13-
21 through his theme — Retaining or Releasing.

Dale says: ‘Jacob wrestles with, struggles with God, holding on or holding out against God
even when he wants to do God'’s will. But the disciples in Matthew don’t struggle against
Jesus’s request, they quickly respond and are used by God. Are we prepared to do what
Christ wants to do with us according to God’s will without reservation? Then perhaps God
will multiply the actions we take for others.’

Go back and read Genesis chapter 31, note verse 3, it's God who tells Jacob to go back to
his people and Jacob having put things right with his father-in-law goes in obedience to
God’s request. However, look at the earlier parts of Genesis chapter 32 see verses 6 & 7,
Jacob gets a report and is in “great fear”. Even though if you read the earlier chapters, you
can see how God has prospered, protected and provided for Jacob.

In Matthew chapter 14 we read the miraculous feeding of multitudes. A key verse is 16b
“you give them something to eat”. Jesus challenges the disciple’s faith and calls them to
action. A quote attributed to Pope Francis, which is perhaps more his philosophy then a
direct quote: ‘You pray for the hungry, then you feed them’. Yes, much of the earlier
chapters of Matthew have Jesus’ teaching with great wisdom but look at chapter’'s 8 & 9,
he heals the sick, raises the dead, cast out evil spirits and speaks to the wind and waves
to calm the storm. Why would the disciples not follow his instructions.

Jesus has already, because of his compassion, commissioned the disciples to go out and
set free those hounded by evil spirits and heal the sick, read Matthew chapter 10. One
commentator says: ‘Fulfilling Jesus commission (Matthew 28:20) to live obedient to his
way requires us to make mercy, healing, empowerment and feeding as central to our
efforts, as they were and are to Jesus’.

Jesus commissions the church likewise to have compassion on the disadvantaged,
oppressed and those going astray — he calls the church, you and | to action. Dale suggests
if we act in faith then God will multiply our actions for others. What are your reflections?



