Sunday 26 July 2026

For further Contemplation

Today we looked at two parables Jesus told recorded in Matthew 13:44-46 speaking of the
pearl of great price and the treasurer of heaven. The hymn The Great Love of God
says God'’s great love is indeed the priceless pearl and a treasure beyond earthly value.
Look up the words of this hymn.

Jesus speaks of the kingdom of heaven, read again Matthew 4:12-17 to be reminded of
how Jesus has earlier introduced this concept. | said the kingdom of heaven is the spiritual
reign of God in your life and as sovereign over all creation. Use your search engine to do
some further reading about this spiritual reign.

Heidi concluded last week’s message about what is important as seen in the story of Esau
and Jacob (Genesis 25:19-34), the things the world says are important wealth and
possessions, in Esau’s case immediate gratification of hunger are nowhere near as
important as our inheritance as God’s children. A great segue to this week’s parables and
the priceless value of the kingdom of heaven at work in our lives.

| suggested in my message that you re-read Romans chapter 8 at home in a
contemplative way. Then skip forward to Romans chapter 12 verses 1 & 2. What do they
add to your understanding of the work of the Spirit in your life? If we don’t know what to
pray and the Spirit prays for us according to God’s will (Rms 8:27b) then what further
insight do you gain about God’s will from Romans 12:2? The words of the song The
Blessing remind us that there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love (8:39), God
is always for us. Look up the lyrics for ‘The Blessing’ and read them several times in a
meditative way, what understanding does the Spirit bring to your heart and mind?

For a deeper dive into the connection between Romans 8 and the blessings promised
Israel check out the following:

Israel promised the Holy Spirit — Eziekiel 36:26,27, now check out Romans 8:4. Israel had
a pledge of a future resurrection - Eziekiel 37, Look at Romans 8:10,11. Israel was God’s
son — Exodus 4:22, now check out Romans 8:14-17. Future inheritance promised Israel -
Isaiah 60, now look at Romans *:17. Israel God’s chosen people Amos 3:2, now check out
Romans 8:29,30. Yahweh promises never to forsake Israel — Deuteronomy 31:6, now look
at Romans8:38,39. So many Old Testament promises to Israel in Christ are extended to
the church.

| spoke of the kingdom of heaven as being characterised in our lives as we read in
Romans 14:17, read this verse and the next again, note the kingdom of heaven and the
kingdom of God are one and the same. Are these qualities of life at work in you? Ask the
Spirit to bring these to the fore in your heart. For further reading and reflection on the
characters of Christlikeness at work through the Spirit for your life read Matthew 5:3-12.

Blessings, Stuart



